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111e results of the 2024 US residen-

tial eantion rattled the country and seta 

shockwaves across the world — or were 

cause tor celebration. depending on who 

you ask Is it any surprise then that the 

Merriam-Webster word of the year is 

'Polarization' ? 

'Polarization means division, but to a 

very simian kind of division.' said Peter 

Sokolowski. Merriam-Websier's editor 

at large. Man exclusive interview with 

The Associated Press ahead nf Monday's 

announcement. 'Polarization means that 

we are tending toward the extremes 

rather than toward the center 

The election was so divisive. many 

Anwrican voters went to the arils with 

a feeling Mal the ontanSing candidate 

was an existential threat to the nation 

According to AP Votetast, a survey of 

more than 120.000 voters about Con 10 

Kamala Ilarris voters were very or some-

what concerned that Donald Trump's 

views — but not Harris' — were too 

extreme, while about 7 in 10 Tnimp vot-

ers felt the mime way about Harris — but 

nut IniMP. 
The NAerriam-Webster entry for 'polar-

ization' reflects scientific and mrvaphori-

cal definitions. Ws most commonly used 

to mean "causing strong disagreement 

between opposing factions or grouvitlgS.'
Merriam-Webster. which logs HA million 

pageviews a month on its site chooses its 

word of the year based on data. tracking 
a rise in search and usage. 

last year's pant was 'authentic: This 

year's comes as Large mvaths of the U.S. 

stnangle to reach coilser1Ms on what is 

real. 

'Ws always been important to me that 

the dictionary serve as a kind of neutral 

and objective arbiter of meaning for 

everybody.' Sokolowski said, a kind 

'Polarization' is Memarn-Webster's 2024 word of the year 
an anision, not a collision. You're show 

Mg that one tithe two objects muck am 

not, in fact. in motion." Sokolowski said. 

Weird 

This summer on the TV news show 

'Morning Joe: Minnesota Gan lira Walt 

called Republk-an leaders 'weird." It may 

have been m hat launched his national 

career. Landing him as the Democratic 

vice 

a veorPrd' aniadt;rviniani  Ineotplypineeicallya mcisusgpeh tt 

— is it er or 'A"? — and search or 

that reason, its rise in use was notable, 

Sokolowski said. 

Ct g .ntheitivre14 the word was used to raise 

questions about President Me tilde's 

debate performance or Trump's own age. 

it cropped up often. It refers to conscious 

intellectual activity — such as thinking, 

reasoning, or remembering. 

1P

alider 

'arider was used widely in milli-

cal commentary. Sokolowski said. 

'Conservative news outlets accused 

giCrupasb. estett °111apayondungtotethrsd.ilifklaci T 

voters. gun rights Almoners: Whereas 

Walz said Tnimp's visit to a McDonald 's 

kitchen pandered to hourly wage work-

ers, it means to say, do. or provide what 

someone — such as an azdience — 

wants or demands even though it is moo 

"gt ioperorl

cy

an. reasonable, etc 

In 2003. Merriam-Webster decided to 

make 'democrat," its first word of the 

year, Sinrv. them the word — which, of 

course. means a form of government in 

whAh the ample elect representatives 

make decisions, policies and laws — 

is consisienth one tithe dictionary's 

most looked up. 'There's a poignancy to 

that, that motile are checking up on

Sokolowski said. 'Maybe the most hone: 
ful thing that the curiosity of the puha: 

shows. is that they're paying attention.' 

of backstop for meaning in an era of fake 

news, alternative facts, whatever you 

want to say about the value of a word's 

meaning in the culture." 

ll's notable that "Paariaation.  originat-
ed in the early 1800s — and not during 

the Renaissance. as did most KM& with 

lain roots about science. Sokolowski 

said. He called it a "arta Young word.' 

in the scheme of the /garfish laguage. 
'Polarized is a term that brings intenanY 

to another word.' he continued, most fre-

quently used in the U.S. to dervrvbe race 

relations. politics and ideology. 

-The bask- job of the dictionary is to 

tell the truth about words.' tow Merriam-

Webster editor continued. 'We've had 

dictionaritry of English for 420 years and 

il's only been in the last 20 years or so 

that we've actually known which words 

people look Ity.-
'Polarization' extends beyond prankal 

connotations. Ifs used to hightail( fresh 

cracks and deep rifts alike in pop cukure 

tech trends and other industrim. 

All the scrutiny over Taylor Swift's 

private jet usage? Polarizing Beef 

between rappers Kendrick Lamar and 

I/rake? Polarizing. The International 

Olympic Committee's decision to strip 

American gymram Jordan Chiles of her 

bronze medal aher the Paris Ganies? You 

guessed it polarizing. 
Even lighthearted meows — like those 

making fun of Australian breakdancer 

Rachael 'Raygun" Cotton's performance — 

or the proliferation of look.alike contests. 

or who counts as a nepo baby proved 

poLviang 
Paradoxicaiy though, lananie tend 

to see eye to eye on the word itself. 

Sokolowski cited its frequent use among 
People across, the politirni spectrum, 

including commentators on Fox News, 

MSNBC and CNN. 

M rs used by both sides: he said. "and 

in a little bit ironic twist to the word. Ws 

something that actually everyone agrees 

Rounding out MerriamWebster's top 

10 words of 2024: 

Dem°,  e 
TikTokerJools Lebron's tames-and 

video deaTibimg her workday makeup 

routine: as 'very demure. MIFF mindful' a 

up the summer with memes."11A video 

has been viewed more than SO milfion 

times, yielding 'huge spikes' in It:fauns. 

Sokolowski said, and prompting many to 

learn it imam reserved or modest. 

Fortnight 
Taykr mom 'Fortnight.' fea-

turing rapper Post Malone. undoubt-

edly spurred many searches for this 

word, which means two weeks 'Music 

can still send ;amide to the dictionoan,"
Sokolowski said. 

Totality 

The sobr eclipse in April inspired awe 

and much travel. There are tens of mil-

tons at gemille who live along to narrow 

stretch from Mexico's Pacific coast to 

eastern Canada othetwise known as the 

path of totality, where locals and travelers 

gaani skyward to see the ninon fully blot 

out Me sun. Generally, the word refers to 

a min fir aggregate amount —or what.-

Resonate 

Texts developed by Al have a dianan 
ponionate percentage of use of the word 

'resonate.-  Sukolowski said. 'This may 

be because the word. which means to 

affect or appeal lo someone m a personal 

or emotional way, can add gravitas to 

writing. But. paradoxically. anificial Intel. 

ligence 'also betrays itself to be a rang 

because it's using that word too much.' 

Altishon 

The word was looked up fio dine,
more often than usual when, in Match, a 

ship crashed into the Francis Scott Key 

Bridge in Baltimore. "When you have one 

moving object into a fixed object. that's 
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AFFP 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Affidavit of Publication 

STATE OF ARKANSAS } 
COUNTY OF SALINE } 

, being duly sworn, says: 

SS 

That she is Lisa McElrath of the The Saline Courier, a 
daily newspaper of general circulation, printed and 
published in Benton, Saline County, Arkansas that the 
publication, a copy of which is attached hereto, was 
published in the said newspaper on the following dates: 

December 10, 2024 

That said newspaper was regularly issued and circulated 
on those dates, 
SIGNED.

LIS4 McElrath 

Subscribed to and sworn to me this 10th day of December 
2024. 

Rhonda Overbey, Notary, Sal ounty, Arkansas 

My commission expires: January 29, 2033 

01124611 00182249 

Joshua Thompson (28) 
44 Isbell Lane 
Little Rock, AR 72223 

RHONDA OVERBEY 
Notary Public 'Arkansas 

Saline County 
Commission #12721758 My Commission Expires Jan 29, 2033 

Artniervermigarini.up.wririckwr 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
A public hearing will be held on Monday, January 13th, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. at the 
Bryant City Office Complex, 210 Southwest 3rd Street, City of Bryant, Saline County, 
for the purpose of public comment on a conditional use request at the site of 8665, 
5415 Northlake Rd, Alexander, AR 72002(address). A legal description of this 
property can be obtained by contacting the Bryant Department of Community 
Development. 

Lance Penfield 
Chairman of Planning Commission 
City of Bryant 


